SPC's Critical Thinking Institute
As part of its Quality Enhancement Plan, SPC sponsors critical thinking institutes, which are professional development initiatives that support faculty's impact on students' critical thinking skills. Improving critical thinking is the focus of SPC's Quality Enhancement Plan, and during these events, faculty come together to hear from national scholars, to learn from their peers and to share best practices. this is our tenth Critical thinking Institute, and the fourth held in conjunction with the Narrowing the Gulf Conference. this partnership brings together our advocates for underrepresented students and our educators focused on the important life skill of critical thinking.
The Florida Affiliate of the Association on Higher Education and Disability (FL-AHEAD)
FL-AhEAD provides educational and professional development opportunities and is working to develop a statewide network for disability support services. Its mission is to improve professional knowledge and educational initiatives that affect the full participation of students with disabilities in postsecondary education. It is designed to:
improve and promote statewide regional communication among disability professionals sponsor professional development opportunities for individuals in the field publish and disseminate best practices and knowledge regarding current technology in the field expand current and develop new educational resources and opportunities for students with disabilities FL-AhEAD will make several presentations for this year's conference. Members and interested professionals are invited to the association's spring luncheon on thursday. McGuire received her B.S. degree, magna cum laude, from Southern University in Baton Rouge, her master's degree from Cornell University and her Ph.D. from the University of tennessee at Knoxville, where she received the Chancellor's Citation for Exceptional Professional Promise.
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Closing Keynote Speaker: Karen Mertes
the closing session will be a tribute to our veterans and military families. Karen R. Mertes is a retired Lieutenant Colonel of the United States Air Force and a lifetime member of the Military Officers Association of America. With more than 20 years serving in military intelligence and comptroller areas, Mertes is now a motivational speaker and corporate and nonprofit consultant, sharing leadership tips and strategic, organizational and financial insights.
During her service at Misawa Air Base in Japan, Mertes was the only female Squadron Commander of 18 Commanders, leading her squadron to an "Outstanding" rating during the 2005 headquarters Pacific Air Forces Unit Compliance Inspection. hers was the only squadron to earn the outstanding rating, an honor that has been accomplished by only four of 216 comptroller Pacific Air Forces squadrons since 1970.
Mertes received the Major t. h. Baca Award for her contributions to women in the military. She has a bachelor's degree in mathematics from Boston University, a master of science in business administration and a second master of science in cost estimating and analysis from the prestigious Air Force Institute of technology.
After surviving a personal tragedy caused by a drunk driver, Mertes founded Fulfill Your Destiny, Inc, a non-profit corporation that assists people whose career life paths have been altered by injury or unforeseen circumstances. Special consideration is given to those individuals, both civilian and military, who have a traumatic brain injury. Career Development is an evolving and life-long process of identifying and seeking work-related objectives that will meet your students' personal needs and desires. As career professionals, the most important thing you can do is to raise the level of engagement by your students and teach them to make better decisions that will lead to greater career and employment outcomes. the presentation is designed to better equip you in meeting the needs of your students inside this new paradigm. Your attendance will provide you with enhanced skills and a unique perspective to guide and counsel your students. By participating in this insightful presentation, you will: develop a systematic approach to résumé writing and cutting edge job search techniques to be able to guide any student, regardless of age, education, socio-economic and cultural background; assist students in creating unique, high definition résumés that generate interview opportunities; and gain knowledge of strategic job search strategies to move your students towards a results-driven job search. N arrowing the G ulf F O U R t e e n t h A n n U A l C O n F e R e n C e for Underrepresented Students in Postsecondary Education and St. Petersburg College Critical Thinking Institute Room 2-304
Mertes is a Community
F O U R t E E N t h A N N U A L C O N F E R E N C E for
Water
How Can Learning Support Tools Enhance Critical Thinking in Online Courses
Eric Carver, St. Petersburg College this presentation will show how to integrate "Learning Support" folders to provoke critical thinking for specific assignments or for weekly assigned coursework in an online, blended or face to face environment. this method demonstrates an organized approach to integrating specific resources to explore the depth and breadth of a particular subject.
Beach Lab
Teaching the Scientific Method as a Critical Thinking Tool
Monica Lara, St. Petersburg College the scientific method is a set of steps used by scientists to conduct and analyze research topics. the components can be broken down and taught as individual exercises, each of which involves employing critical thinking skills. I will present some of these exercises and ideas that I have used with success in my courses. Many of these can continue to be more fully developed in upper division classes and in undergraduate research courses, labs or club activities. these exercises are presented to serve as seeds for thought to promote these skills in other courses and to demonstrate how they can be incorporated into existing courses and programs.
Water Lab
Sharepoint -Web-Based Platform for Delivering AltText Services and More
Patti Lester, Florida State University
Microsoft SharePoint is a web application platform associated with web content management and document management systems, and offers a proven solution to managing Alttext services. From request to delivery, from compiling and managing Alttext statistics to providing a portal of Alttext-related resources that empowers and informs students, SharePoint packages it all in one neat online portal. this presentation looks at how to implement Microsoft Sharepoint as an effective Alttext solution and things to look out for when managing it.
Tropics Lab
Project Access
Beth Carlson and Matt Bowen, St. Petersburg College
Project Access sensitizes hearing faculty teaching in mainstreamed classrooms to the challenges faced by deaf and hard-of-hearing students in a mainstreamed environment and shares universal design for curriculum and best practices for instruction that will benefit all students in the classroom, particularly students with language difficulties. St. Petersburg College is a partner with RIt's National technical Institute for the Deaf in the NSF/AtE Grant DeaftEC: technological Education Center for Deaf and hard-ofhearing Students.
Room 1-312
Assistive Technology Lab
Regina Miller and Dustin Campbell, St. Petersburg College this session is offered three times throughout the conference. Learn about the oldest and the newest, the simplest and the most complex aides available for students and the disabilities that are accommodated by specific technologies. Following a brief introduction, participants will be given an opportunity to "play" with the variety of technologies available for students today, from simple screen enlargers to complex voice recognition software. 
Serving Students with Psychological Disabilities
Dr. Breinne Schlenke, Bay Pines VA Hopsital
All colleges are seeing increases in the number of students with psychological disabilities on their campuses. Not all these students, however, will seek services from the Disability Resources office, and even those who do receive services often struggle with the academic and conduct responsibilities they face while attempting to successfully complete their education. Dr. Schlenke, an expert in the field, will share with us the challenges these students face, not only at school, but in life. She will provide practical, successful strategies faculty and staff can use to support our students from a holistic viewpoint, helping to de-stigmatize the way students feel about themselves. Questions such as "Why are students afraid of coming forward? and "how can we help them become more comfortable in disclosing their disability so they can receive services" will be addressed. Finally, Dr. Schlenke will share her experiences as a Recovery Coordinator for men and women in our armed services returning to civilian life with issues such as PtSD.
Room 2-304
Jumping into the Deep End: Using Immersive Simulations for Problem-Based Learning Lynn Grinnell, St. Petersburg College
What is an immersive simulation? What benefits can be derived from using a real-time, immersive simulation for problem-solving activities in online courses? What are the issues? through a CEtL grant, two pilots provided some of the answers to these questions. Join us to experience the fun and frustration involved in creating a virtual Eco-Village in Second Life, where students can engage in creating community and building sustainable businesses.
Beach Lab Former Foster Transitions from Care to College
Carol A. Preston Brown
Foundations are important to the next step. With former foster youth, the foundation is inherently and artificially diminished by legislation and, in large part, by the experience of youth who are place in the system of care. the research focused on the intent of legislative measures of the fundamental necessity that former foster youth be provided an education which will enable them to graduate high school in California. the primary researcher has partnered with a counselor currently working with former foster youth on the community college campus in California to further investigate the practicality of the research. As one of the states with the largest foster youth population, California is a logical selection to research and test a hypothesis that will result in implications relative to assisting other states in developing programs which better serve former foster youth.
Water Lab Effective Strategies for Improving Students' Critical Thinking Skills Using Online Video
Alan Shapiro, Tim Godcharles, Nancy Munce, Karen Hesting, Karen Fritch
Online video has come of age and with it has come seemingly endless resources for teaching and learning. Up until the recent past, video was considered a supplement to traditional teaching materials such as textbooks and lectures. With the advent of increased access to broadband technology, the barriers to using online video have been greatly reduced. the new challenge is that of how to increase students' ability to effectively process and evaluate the information received while watching a video. this session will focus on various resources available to faculty and how they can be used for critical thinking.
Tropics Lab
Text to Technology: Matching Assistive Technology to Psychological Test Results
Joe Tedesco, Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta, GA the information presented will be based on an Assistive technology evaluation collaboration between the Alternative Media Access Center (AMAC), a student-accommodation provider and the Regents Centers for Learning Disorders, a provider of psycho-educational testing for transitioning and college-level students. the AMAC services is known as AMAC's techMatch. the presentation will cover:
• Role and credentials of the AT evaluator Critical thinking needs to be purposefully used in all classes--from remedial to college level--and this presentation will give some specific strategies and activities to help faculty members engage students in critical thinking in their classrooms.
Water Lab
Serving Veterans
Jeff Cavanagh, St. Petersburg College
College and university campuses are seeing an increase in veteran students. In serving their country, many of these veterans have experienced events that remain with them throughout their lives and impact them as they transition to civilian life. the Veterans Affairs Coordinator of St. Petersburg College will discuss the issues impacting our veteran students, the steps being taken to assist them with their transition to civilian life, and proven successful strategies colleges and universities can employ to ensure success for this special population.
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Tropics Lab
Managing Stress in All Aspects of Life
Gay Hawk, National Alliance on Mental Health "Managing Stress" offers helpful stress management skills that you can put to use immediately to help you better cope with the challenges you face in life. Whether they are positive or negative life issues, stress affects us both mentally and physiologically. We cannot prevent stress, but we can learn to deal with stressors and take action to ensure we stay healthy and pro-active in our lives. the first step is to identify your life stressors. this presentation will teach you to examine the coping skills that work best for you and help you take the appropriate action to work effectively toward managing stress.
Room 1-312
Assistive Technology Lab
Regina Miller and Dustin Campbell
this session is offered three times throughout the conference. Learn about the oldest and the newest, the simplest and the most complex aides available for students and the disabilities that are accommodated by specific technologies. Following a brief introduction, participants will be given an opportunity to "play" with the variety of technologies available for students today, from simple screen enlargers to complex voice recognition software. In this interactive session, presenters will share current theories on various literacies (e.g., visual, digital and cultural). Participants will examine how to implement specific strategies to engage their students in the content as well as increase their critical thinking skills.
Room 2-304
Not Quite a Lecture: Keeping Students Engaged
Ginny Price, St. Petersburg College this presentation allows participants to get brief tastes of a variety of strategies used to get students to prepare for class (actively read and take notes), be engaged in class (discussions and activities), think deeply about the course material and be able to apply what they learn.
Beach Lab
Technology Tools Re-Imagined: Easily Create Accessible Educational Materials
Joe Tedesco, Georgia Institute of Technology. Atlanta, GA this presentation will explore standard and assistive technology tools that have for years influenced the disability community and now are playing a significant role in how students of all abilities will access information. Participants will learn what tools and features, informational supports and resources will help them to produce, recommend and promote the most accessible material. By adopting some of these practices, participants will create learning environments that are accessible so they can refocus their attention on the central task of educating students.
Water Lab
Serving Students with Asperger's Syndrome: A Model Program
Dr. Kris Webb, University of North Florida
Project thRIVE (transition to health & communication, Resources, Independence, Viable careers, and Education) is housed at the University of North Florida (UNF) and thRIVE participants are in the process of completing their first full year in the program. this session will describe the program's successes, lessons learned and future directions. Session participants will (a) discuss barriers and opportunities college students with ASD may face, (b) be able Continued on page 10 to list several thRIVE program components that may be helpful as they prepare students for college attendance, (c) participate in discussions about the transition elements of college-bound students with ASD, (d) explain the importance of individualized goal setting for college students with ASD, and (e) depict the characteristics and importance of program mentors.
Across the nation, hundreds of students with ASD are applying and enrolling in colleges and universities, and at the UNF, we are proud that our numbers of students with ASD are dramatically parallel to national trends. to ensure UNF students with ASD experience successful collegiate benchmarks, we have developed Project thRIVE. Our review of current research about the needs of college students with ASD has resulted in the incorporation of evidencebased components consistent with Learn, Live, Labor, and Leisure with Student Development.
the thRIVE model consists of three basic pillars: Situational Social Skills, Independent Responsible Living and Career Development. these core components comprise the fundamental premises of thRIVE and consist of a series of steps to achieve competency in each pillar. Using students' strengths and skills, thRIVE personnel elevate each individual's skills in these essential life areas. Selfawareness, coupled with community consciousness and informed mindfulness of others, are thRIVE concepts that are taught, supported, and encouraged daily. For example, in the pillar of Situational Social Skills, participants will pursue competencies in (a) self-advocacy and choice-making, (b) appropriate social and sexual behaviors, (c) diversity and learning about others, (d) professional interactions, and (e) peer interactions and conflict resolution. thRIVE participants have opportunities to participate with individual mentors, group support meetings, personal counseling sessions, health check-ins and other support services.
During the session, attendees will participate in large and small group mini-discussions, gather information about college students with ASD or students who are college-bound, reflect on appropriate and evidence-based program components and meet other professionals who share an interest in college students with ASD. Students with ADhD live in a world of "noise. " As educators, we need to help them adapt to classroom, testing and advising situations as they move through their college careers. An expert in the field, Rice will provide a clear understanding of this disorder and simple strategies that can be applied to help ensure their success in college. Participants in this session will discuss a range of intellectual dispositions that partially constitute being a critical thinker, as well as some that do not. Critical thinking instruction often focuses on developing the "right" intellectual traits and how using correct reasoning skills propels that development. In this session, participants will consider an alternate perspective--that is, a consideration of how incorrect reasoning, particularly informal fallacies, propagates intellectual vices.
Beach Lab
Revelation Theory of Learning: A Universal Design for Instruction
John Connor, Daytona State College
Revelation theory of Learning (RtL) is an instructional method that optimizes or facilitates learning for all students. RtL orchestrates effective use of technology with the necessary applied psychology of learning to sustain information transfer in all learners. It is significantly more than the application of technology in education; it is the integration or melding of technology with the psychology of learning to optimize learning for every student.
Water Lab
Back to the Future: The Conversation Continues
Jean Ashmore, AHEAD Join Jean Ashmore to discuss the 2012 AhEAD documentation guidance in a more intimate gathering. Share your own evolving approaches to documentation, bring your hesitations and questions. Collectively develop tools for rethinking disability services through the lens of documentation.
Room 3-12
Assistive Technology Lab
Regina Miller and Dustin Campbell, St. Petersburg College
this session is offered three times throughout the conference. Learn about the oldest and the newest, the simplest and the most complex aides available for students and the disabilities that are accommodated by specific technologies. Following a brief introduction, participants will be given an opportunity to "play" with the variety of technologies available for students today, from simple screen enlargers to complex voice recognition software.
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Workshop presenters
Julie K. Balassa earned her B.A. in psychology from McGill University and a master's degree in special education, education of the deaf from Columbia University. She started her career in New York City as a teacher of the deaf and subsequently as a nationally certified interpreter for the deaf. She initiated a pilot program to teach deaf children with autism, schizophrenia, and brain injury and served as a consultant regarding the education of this population. She served on the board of New York Metro Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf. She subsequently became a staff interpreter for the Connecticut Commission on the Deaf and hearing Impaired, after which she relocated to Florida and worked as a freelance interpreter and desktop publisher. She joined the staff of Valencia College in 2003 as a counselor for a tRIO grant program serving students with disabilities, where, in addition to her responsibilities as the grant's academic advisor, she was responsible for supervising the grant's assistive technology services, data collection systems and tutoring program. She became collegewide coordinator of Valencia's Deaf and hard-of-hearing Services, Assistive technology Services and Alternate Format Services in 2005, and has continued oversight of these areas since her reclassification in 2007 as collegewide assistant director of the college's Office for Students with Disabilities. She is the college's point of contact with publishers regarding accessibility; serves as a technical and educational resource for the OSD and for disability service providers throughout the country; and is a frequent presenter on alternate format production, assistive technologies, and on issues impacting access for students who are deaf, hard-of-hearing or legally blind. She continues to hold national RID CI and Ct certification and serves on the advisory committee of the Access text Network.
Matthew Bodie serves as the administrator of learning centers at SPC's Clearwater Campus, overseeing learning beyond the classroom for the first-year composition program. In addition, Bodie designs and teaches courses and workshops in research, writing and technology. he also co-chairs the Quality Enhancement Committee, planning and promoting activities for the collegewide critical thinking initiative. Bodie's instructional and research interests include visual and digital rhetoric, cultural studies and associated literacies.
Carol A. Preston Brown is the Satisfactory Academic
Progress counselor in Financial Aid at Pasadena Community College, one of the 112 community colleges in California. In her current position, she also assists her colleagues working directly with former foster youth students. She has provided advice, guidance and counseling to students in this capacity, as well as in previous positions such as dean of students, adjunct faculty and administrator in a non-profit environmental education organization. She is a former board member for Outward Bound Adventures and has served as a volunteer for Neighbors Acting together helping All, a non-profit education-based organization. Preston Brown's positions have allowed her to work with a diverse population of students identified as "atrisk". Demonstrating her passion to assist students, she collaborated with Dr. Lorraine Fox at the Southern California trainers' Network to present "From Care to College," a presentation for professionals who provide resources to current foster youth in the midst of transitioning to independence.
Before working in higher education, Preston Brown worked in the private sector. In 1999, she began working in education, where she assisted faculty working with disabled students in classroom instruction. She holds a B.A. in human development from Pacific Oaks College and a master's degree in organizational management and development from Fielding Graduate University. She is currently in the last stages of her doctorate of education at Fielding. It is not surprising her dissertation focus is on the challenges faced by former foster youth and their individual experiences on the community college campus. Karen Fritch has been in education for more than 20 years in the capacity of a teacher and consultant. She spent 11 years with the Pennsylvania Department of Education doing consulting and training on its special education initiatives across the state. In Florida, she is currently at St. Petersburg College as an instructional design technologist and adjunct instructor for online courses. She received her B.S. in education at Pennsylvania State University and a master's in instructional technology at DeSales University.
Dustin Campbell
Cher Gauweiler, Ph.D., is a professor of elementary education in the College of Education at SPC's tarpon Springs Campus. Gauweiler has taught for 17 years in a variety of settings including elementary, middle and high school. She is especially interested in service learning and recently participated in a literacy project in rural Jamaica with several pre-service teachers through International Programs at SPC. In addition, she is an avid proponent of incorporating the arts such as drama, music and visual arts into a variety of classroom settings to increase student learning and engagement Tim Godcharles received an M.Ed. in instructional technology and a B.S. degree in secondary education social science education from the University of South Florida. he taught middle school social studies in Pinellas County for more than seven years. Since January 2009, he has been working as an instructional design technologist for SPC, supporting faculty with online courses and other instructional technology needs.
Larry Goldsmith, CWDP, P.E.T., is the author of "Building the Looking-Glass Résumé" and the "Anatomy of a Job Fair," and has worked with more than 20,000 workforce clients, students, job seekers and those searching for another career direction. Goldsmith is a Certified Workforce Development Professional (CWDP), certified personal empowerment by type facilitator (P.E.t.), career development specialist, professional résumé writer, job coach and workforce trainer. Goldsmith teaches career and life planning at SPC. Before Goldsmith's teaching responsibilities at SPC, he led career development services at the college. he has considerable background in the workforce development (One Stop Centers) industry having served as a client services provider, labor market information specialist and One Stop administrator.
Jennifer Haber, Ph.D., is a professor of communications at SPC. She has done extensive research on online/blended teaching and learning and has written numerous articles, including "Perceptions of Barriers Concerning Effective Online teaching and Policies" in the Community College Journal. She also has presented at numerous conferences, including the Critical thinking Institute, the teaching and Learning Conference, and the ItC Conference. Most recently, she was awarded a critical thinking grant designed to teach students how to use critical thinking, reading and writing skills to create research projects.
J.R. Harding, Ph.D., is a two-time U.S. Presidential Appointee, seven-time Florida Gubernatorial Appointee (under four different Governors), author of "Now What?" and recognized international disability expert who has made significant contributions to both public policy and the community.
he has testified on numerous occasions on issues affecting persons with disabilities to both the United States Congress and the Florida Legislature. As the only two-time Student Regent (1996-98), who happens to have a disability, he was able to place issues affecting students with disabilities into the 1998 State University System master plan for the first time. Moreover, during his five years as chairman on the Commission for transportation Disadvantaged, he ushered in the first ever return on investment study for mobility of persons with disabilities. In turn, this study helped produce a $5 million annual increase to the CtD trust fund.
through his community service and as an Able trust director, he co-founded the Florida Disability Mentoring Day, considered the best in the country, and has personally secured more than $800,000 in corporate sponsorship to advance meaningful mentoring experiences for Floridians with disabilities.
harding currently resides in tallahassee and works full-time with the Agency for Persons with Disabilities as a member of the external affairs team. he is charged with developing and participating in community partnerships like today's event. he's known for always having time to help others in need and to find their way to independence.
E. Gay Hawk is the executive director of NAMI Pinellas County (National Alliance on Mental Illness) and previously served as vice president of the NAMI Board of Directors as well as chair of the Pinellas County Mental health/Substance Abuse Coalition.
For 13 years, hawk worked at the private psychiatric hospital Windmoor healthcare of Clearwater in a variety of positions, including director of admissions, business office director, patient advocate and director of public relations. While at Windmoor, she was honored with two awards from NAMI Pinellas--an Iris Award and the Leadership/Achievement Award.
She holds a bachelor's degree in journalism from Kent State University and a master's degree in business administration from Ashland University, both in Ohio. Before moving to Pinellas County 18 years ago, hawk was the director of United Cerebral Palsy of SarasotaManatee for nine years and chair of the Sarasota County Pre-School Interagency Council. throughout her career, hawk also has served as a reporter/photographer for a weekly newspaper, director of public information and adjunct professor of journalism for a liberal arts college in Ohio, communications specialist for Cornell University, education specialist for a community mental health center and occupational consultant for a regional alcoholism council.
Mickie Hayes is director of the Florida Consortium for Postsecondary Education and Intellectual Disabilities. She has a master's degree in education in curriculum and instruction, and is certified in learning disabilities/ severe behavior disorders. As consortium director, she expands current postsecondary programs and develops new postsecondary programs throughout Florida for students with intellectual disabilities. She is currently partnering with the Florida Inclusion Network to develop the person-centered planning model StAR (Students transitioning into Adult Roles) that is being shared throughout Florida. She also recently directed the development of an online Universal Design for Learning (UDL) Module for postsecondary faculty who teach students with intellectual disabilities in their inclusive college courses. Before becoming director, hayes was with hillsborough Community College for 15 years in the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities. She has assisted students with disabilities as both a coordinator of services for students with disabilities and learning disability specialist.
Karen Hesting has been an instructional design technologist at St. Petersburg College since 2002. She also has taught beginning education courses and computer applications online as an adjunct faculty member. She has a bachelor's degree in education from the University of South Florida and a master's degree in instructional design from the University of Central Florida. She has worked as an educational consultant for a private multimedia company, a media specialist and as a classroom teacher -opportunities that have allowed her to share with faculty her experience in integrating technology in various educational settings.
Monica Lara, Ph.D., grew up in Southern California, went to school in the San Fernando Valley and attended California State University, Northridge, earning her B.A. and M.A. in biology. her doctorate in biological oceanography was conferred by the College of William and Mary, where she attended the Virginia Institute of Marine Science specializing in the larval stages of reef fishes. She moved to south Florida to work for the University of Miami first as a post-doctoral associate and then as an associate research scientist. there she was awarded research grants from NOAA for various projects such as otolith microchemistry in gray snapper to learn about nursery areas and a large survey of fish larvae in the Yucatan. So far, Lara has published more than 20 peer-reviewed articles on this work including eight chapters in the "Early Stages of Atlantic Fishes: An Identification Guide for the Western central North Atlantic". She accepted her full-time teaching position at SPC in August of 2008. She has taught oceanography, majors and non-majors marine biology, majors and non-majors biology, biological issues and theories and practices of science. She and another professor at the Clearwater Campus have started a laboratory for research in marine biology where SPC students have worked on various research projects, building equipment, sampling, analyzing samples, writing abstracts and proposals and presenting posters and talks at professional scientific meetings. Lara has received various CEtL, FGO and Innovation grants to support her efforts in establishing her lab and supporting student research. She is an advisor of the Science Adventurers Club on the Clearwater Campus and served as faculty champion for the Natural Sciences for the college's Critical thinking Initiative. She is a founding board member of Reef Monitoring Inc., a non-profit group that promotes marine conservation and research among students and the general public.
Patti Lester is the At lab coordinator for the Student Disability Resource Center at Florida State University, where she manages the technology lab, assistive software/hardware and provides leadership for the Alttext Department, providing information access for those students with qualifying print disabilities. She is an R.I.D Nationally Certified Interpreter for the deaf Workshop presenters N arrowing the G ulf F O U R t e e n t h A n n U A l C O n F e R e n C e for Underrepresented Students in Postsecondary Education and St. Petersburg College Critical Thinking Institute 13 and provides support to the SDRC staff interpreter.
Originally from Oxnard, Calif., she was raised by deaf parents, an experience that laid the groundwork for her passion to access. She graduated from FSU with a Master of Science in Library and Information Studies, with an emphasis on technology and programming.
Ken Marquard, Ph.D., has served children and adults with disabilities for more than 40 years. he currently serves as director of the Personal Innovation Center at Miami Dade College which provides services and diverse programs for students with disabilities, veterans and other students who wish to engage in personal innovation projects at the Center's Digital tech Studio. Marquard also is host of the Association of Agencies, which brings more than 50 agencies together for developing initiatives that address the needs of special populations throughout the county. he also has taught beginning web and computer applications courses online as an adjunct faculty member. he has a bachelor's degree in environmental science from Pennsylvania State University and a master's in computer science education from the Nova Southeastern University. Since 1988, he has worked as a classroom teacher, using technology as a classroom tool. this has provided opportunities that have allowed him to share with faculty his experience in integrating technology in various educational settings.
Regina
Joe Tedesco is the learning and development manager at the Alternative Media Access Center of Georgia Institute of technology, where he puts his nearly 20 years of experience in the fields of disability, education and special populations to work, developing and launching new services and products that are aimed to improve the lives of students with disabilities. As a certified assistive technology practitioner, tedesco combines his degrees in psychology and education with his practical knowledge of technology to help assess, introduce and train students in the use and implementation of technology to help them meet their educational and vocational goals. he also is a recognized conference speaker and enjoys providing training.
Janice Thiel, Ph.D., is the director of St. Petersburg College's Critical thinking Initiative and serves as the college's liaison to the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools. She has been involved in education for more than 23 years, working as a classroom teacher, curriculum designer and technology coordinator for a state education agency. thiel earned her master's degree in educational technology from San Diego State University and her doctoral degree in leadership and education from Barry University. During her postgraduate studies, she began to focus on integrating technology in education, particularly Internet-based learning applications and her dissertation compared traditional to online instruction. thiel also teaches online classes at SPC. her interest in professional development began with a four-year assignment as the coordinator of a collaborative special education intern program at the University of New Mexico. Before this assignment, Webb was a high school teacher for 17 years. Along with her interest in secondary education teacher preparation, she has a long-standing interest in postsecondary education for individuals with disabilities, family involvement and collaboration, and transition to adult life for individuals with disabilities.
Co-sponsored by St. Petersburg College's Critical Thinking Institute and the Florida Association on Higher Education and Disability (FL-AHEAD) N arrowing the G ulf F o u r T E E n T H A n n u A L C o n F E r E n C E for Underrepresented Students in Postsecondary Education and St. Petersburg College Critical Thinking Institute the Board of trustees of St. Petersburg College affirms its equal opportunity policy in accordance with the provisions of the Florida Educational Equity Act and all other relevant state and federal laws, rules and regulations. the college will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, ethnicity, religion, sex, age, national origin, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, genetic information, or against any qualified individual with disabilities in its employment practices or in the admission and treatment of students. Recognizing that sexual harassment constitutes discrimination on the basis of sex and violates this Rule, the college will not tolerate such conduct. Should you experience such behavior, please contact Pamela Smith, the director of EA/EO/title IX Coordinator at 727-341-3261; by mail at P.O. Box 13489, St. Petersburg, FL 33733-3489; or by email eaeo_director@spcollege.edu.
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